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Horticultural farmers, especially vegetable producers are characterized by poor access to inputs such as 
credit and operate in unreliable inputs and outputs markets. Empirical evidence shows that contract 
farming can potentially solve these constraints. However, contract violation is evident among smallholder 
farmers in many developing countries. This study assessed the main drivers of recent transformations in 
A/Vs value chains including the emerging forms of and drivers of contract violation among smallholder 
farmers in Western Kenya. Results from analysis of data from a focused group discussion and key 
informant interviews showed that climate change and technology are among the key drivers. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The horticulture sub-sector is important to Kenya's economy due to its contribution of about 40% to 
agricultural Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Vegetables contribute 36% of the total value of horticulture 
(Republic of Kenya, 2016). Vegetable farmers, however, face various challenges in production and 
marketing. These include high production cost due to high input costs, low prices for outputs, unstable 
markets for inputs and outputs, inadequate infrastructure, poor market information due to high transaction 
costs, limited access to financial services and a poor institutional environment characterized by inefficient 
property rights and weak market regulation (Ngeno et al., 2019). It is estimated that 60% of rural 
households depend on African indigenous vegetables (AIVs) for food and income. Farmers however still 
face challenges in accessing high-value markets (Muhanji, 2011). Indeed, Jalang'o et al. (2018) found that 
only less than 13% of AIVs in Western Kenya is sold by smallholder farmers in institutional high-value 
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