








In terms of prestige or social ranking, after the academic title of doctor, comes the tile of  
or  usually abbreviated as  This academic title is given to any individual who finished a 
degree in any field of engineering.   

The use of such titles is alleged to date back to the times when, even among the upper classes, was 
uncommon to have a university degree. Nowadays, having a university diploma is the norm in the upper 
classes; yet, it is still expected that in business, government, academia, and in formal social occasions, the 
proper academic title would be used when addressing someone who has a university education.  

Dealing with the Time Element 
The land of  the land where there is no need to do today what can be done tomorrow; the 

land where punctuality is optional. This is one of the most typical stereotypes of Latin America. While 
there is some true in this stereotype, it also true that due to globalization, Latin Americans are not as 
relaxed about deadlines, schedules and in general about the misuse of time as they used to be. Yet, the 
departure from this stereotype is usually not communicated in the literature that deals with the business 
culture of Latin America.   

The numbers reported in table 1 also suggest that the idea that time is a very valuable resource is, at 
least in the work place, part of the Latin American culture. 

TABLE 1 
HOURS OF WORK PER YEAR 2010 AND 2014 

In business and in academics, and to a very large extent in government, punctuality and respect for 
deadlines is now expected. This is especially the case in the most globalized cities of Latin America like 
Santiago de Chile and Monterrey, Mexico. Thus, in business, academics and government, when schedules 
and deadlines are established, it is a good idea to try to meet those schedules and deadlines. 

Globalization has not, however, changed significantly the relax attitude towards time in social 
occasions. It is still acceptable, and even expected, to arrive late to parties. What is most certainly not 
acceptable is to establish a time for when a party is supposed to end. For parties and informal social 
occasions where a large number of people are expected to attend, the starting time is usually clearly stated 
but not really respected, while an ending time is never established.  
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